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\ 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

For  the  Year  Ended  list  December.  1957. 


Caerleon. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Caerleon  Urban  District  Council* 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  District.  It  is  drawn  up  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  includes  the  report  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspector. 


CONDITIONS, 


Area  ( in  acres).  ...  ...  . • . 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident 

population  mid  1957.  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1957) 

according  to  Rate  Book.  ...  ...  ... 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1957 ••• 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate.  ...  


© • • 

oe© 

• © • 
• © • 
• • • 


3183 

3980 


960 

£37,554 

£l6p. 


The  population  of  Caerleon  has  remained  fairly  static  for  the  last  . 
few  years  at  just  under  4,000  including  a figure  of  roughly  500  for 
St.  Cadoc's  Hospital. 


The  Registrar  General’s  comparability  factors  for  the  district 
for  1957  are  1.08  for  births  and  0.52  for  deaths. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  which  follow  both  the  crude  and 
the  adjusted  birth  rate  for  Caerleon  are  below  the  rates  for  the 
county  as  a whole  and  for  England  and  Wales. 


The  crude  death  rate  is  above  but  the  adjusted  death  rate  is  below 
those  for  Monmouthshire  and  for  the  Country  at  large.  Exactly  half  the 
deaths  in  the  district  occurred  in  St.  Cadoc's  Hospital  of  patients 
whose  residence  before  entering  hospital  was  not  in  Caerleon. 
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1ATISTICS 


Male . 

Female . 

Total. 

Live  Births. 

Total. 

23 

19 

42 

Legitimate. 

21 

18 

39 

Illegitimate. 

2 

1 

3 

Stillbirths. 

1 

1 

2 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths. 

24 

20 

44 

Crude  Live  Birth  Rate  for  the  year,  per  1,000  population 10,55 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  for  the  year,  per  1,000  population 11. 35 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  & Wales  for  1957  per  1,000  population..  16,1 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  for  1957  per  1,000  population..  17.07 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  population 0.5 

Stillbirth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  for  1957  per  1,000  population. . . 0.51 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 22 ,7_ 

For  Monmouthshire 29.55 

For  England  and  Wales . ,...22«4 


The  number  of  deaths  in  the 


area  during  1957  was 


Male . 
32 


Female . 


Total 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 14.57 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population.,.. 7.57 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  1957. ••••••••••• • 11 • 5 

Death  Rate  for  Monmouthshire,  1957 11. 96 


Causes 


Tuberculosis.  Respiratory. 

Tuberculosis . Other. • 

Syphilitic  Disease 

Cancer . • • . ....... 

Leukaemia 

Diabetes. a 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system... 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease..... 

Other  heart  disease.. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza, 

Bronchitis 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system,. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum.. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea... 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate,... 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion... 

Congenital  malformation 

Other  Diseases 

Accidents. 

Suicide  and  homicide 


• • 


O • 


© • 


Male . 
0 
0 
0 


Female. 


0 

0 

1 


2(1  lung)  2(1  lung) 


0 

0 

7 

3 

1 

10 


0 

1 

4 

2 

1 

10 


0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 


3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 
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maternal  mortality. 

There  was  no  maternal  death  associated  with  pregnancy  and  childbirth. 

Maternal  mortality  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births.  Nil. 

for  England  and  Wales.. 0.V7 


for  Monmouthshire 0.70 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 1 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births... 23.8 

for  England  and  Wales.... 23. 

for  Monmouthshire 3Q.98 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY. 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  associated  live  births)  of 


infants  under  ^ weeks  of  age.. 23.8 

In  Monmouthshire...... 21,97 

In  England  a nd  Wale s ..................... . 16 . 5 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT.  19^8 

« ^ rr-  - »«■  i ■ wi  -i  r n -riwrir-et.  KT.-JM 

Section  b7 


Removal  of  Persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 
No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  during  1957. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICE  IN  THE  ABEA. 


S’ 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority;- 
The  staff  consisted  ofs- 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  Cwmbran  U.D.C.  and  Area  Medical  Officer  for  the  No.  8 Health 
Area  of  Monmouthshire  County  Council. 

(b)  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspectors  J.H.M.  Jolliffe,  A.M.I.S.E., 
A.M.I. P.H.E. , A.M.I.B.E.,  C.S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.I. 

Committees  concerned  with  Public  Health  matters  gtre «, 

Public  Health  Committee.  General  control  and  advisory  function. 

Works  Committee.  Sewerage,  Sewage  Disposal,  Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal  and  all  construction  items. 

Recreation  Committee.  Open  Spaces  and  Cemetery. 

Council.  Housing. 


Public  Cleansing.  A weekly  collection  is  made  of  both  trade  and  domestic 
refuse  from  all  premises  in  the  built  up  area  of  the  Urban  District, 
Outlying  areas  are  serviced  as  required,  generally  every  three  or  four 
. weeks.  The  collecting  days  are  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday  with  an 
occasional  day  when  excessive  accumulations  require  clearing  from  the 
Hospitals  and  other  large  premises.  One  Karrier  Bantam  all  steel  2 ton 
refuse  freighter  is  uaed  and  the  refuse  is  disposed  by  tipping.  The 
Christchurch  Tip  continued  to  be  used  and  following  the  closure  of  the 
Twin  Oaks  Tip,  Usk  Road,  a new  tip  was  opened  at  Ponthir  Road, 
Unfortunately,  on  account  of  access  difficulties,  this  second  tip  was 
found  to  be  unworkable  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  negotiations 
were  commenced  for  the  acquisition  of  another  access  road  leading  to  the 
top  of  the  quarry?  thus  enabling  its  full  depth  to  be  utilised.  Both 
tips  were  well  maintained,  no  nuisance  having  been  reported,  and  rodent 
and  fly  control  carried  out. 


Smoke  Nuisance.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  negotiations  to  install 
modern  stoking  plant  at  a local  hospital  were  in  ah  advanced  state  at  the 
• close  of  the  year  and  good  progress  had  been  made  in  the  reduction  of  the 
smoke  nuisance  from  the  boiler  house  chimney  in  question.  There  are  no  r 
major  industries  in  the  area  to  give  rise  to  excessive  atmospheric 
’ pollution. 


Schools.  The  water  supply  and  sanitary  circumstances  at  the  Caerleon 
Schools  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  but  the  drainage  at  Christchurch 
Schools  gave  rise  to  nuisance.  The  nuisance  arose  mainly  on  account  of 
the  cesspool  being  too  small  to  receive  the  whole  of  the  drainage  from  the 
schools  and  the  canteen*  The  Education  Authority  arranged  for  the 
temporary  closure  of  the  canteen  and  the  Council  co-operated  by  emptying 
the  cesspool  -each  week.  A scheme  was  being  prepared  at  the  close  of  the 
year  to  connect  the  School  drainage  to  the  Christchurch  Sewage  Plant. 
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Water  Supplies a Although  schemes  were  prepared  in  outline  for  the 
extent  ion  of  mains  supplies  to  thejout  lying  areas  at  Cat  sash  and  Pillmawr, 
the  high  capital  cost  in  relation  to  the  number  of  houses  to  be  served 
coupled  with  the  restrictions  on  capital  expenditure  prevented  their 
being  put  into  operation.  The  Newport  Corporation  Water  Department  are 
the  statutory  undertakers  for  the  area  and  they  maintain  satisfactory 
bacteriological  control  over  the  supply.  The  water  supplied  is  not 
plumbo- solvent  and  pressure  and  quantity  continue  to  be  satisfactory, 
although  there  is  a general  restriction  as  to  pressure  in  areas  in  excess 
of  200  ft,  O.D. 

Cemetery,  The  nunbef  of  interments  continues  to  be  small,  but  the  high 
standard  of  maintenance  is  continued. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools,  The  privately  owned  open  air  lido  was  not 
extensively  used  during  the  season  owing  to  the  inclement  weather. 

Samples  of  water  from  the  pool  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  period  the  pool  was  in  operation  and  all  these 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Rodent  Control.  The  services  of  a part-time  operator  continue  to  be 
utilised  and  the  degree  of  infestation  is  not  high. 

. Recreation  Facilities.  A wide  range  of  recreational  facilities  and  open 
spaces  are  provided  by  the  Council,  mainly  in  the  Cold  Bath  Road  area 
and  on  the  old  Racecourse  which  is  now  in  the  Council’s  ownership. 

* Six  acres  were  levelled  and  seeded  to  provide  an  additional  fpotball 
pitch  to  that  already  in  use?  a cricket  table  was  laid  and  plans  are  in 
hand  to  erect  a sports  pavilion.  Provision  is  also  made  for  bowls, 
tennis  and  other  outdoor  sports.  Childrens  playing  fields,  suitably 
equipped  with  modern  facilities,  are  provided  at  Cold  Bath  Road,  Ponthir 
and  Ultra  Ponte n,  but  the  lease  of  the  latter  was  terminated  during  the 
year  and  the  field  closed  pending  the  acquisition  of  a further  site. 
Eighty  acres  of  open  space  for  public  walks  and  recreation  are  provided 
at  the  Racecourse  and  two  snail  set  gardens  are  maintained  at  the 
Legionary  Museum  and  Town  Hall.  Both  these  gardens  have  fine  displays 
of  flowers  during  the  season.  In  addition  to  these  areas,  there  is  the 
open  space  known  as  Goldcroft  Common  which  enhances  the  character  of  the 
area  and  acts  as  a standing  space  for  the  Annual  May  Fair. 


Drainage.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  There  are  three  sewerage  outfalls, 
two  discharging  untreated  sewage  into  local  rivers  and  a small  plant  at 
Christchurch.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  Cold!ta  Area  to  drain 
.to  the  Newport  Corporation's  plant  at  Hartridge  Farm.  One  area  of  ninety 
properties  (Ultra- Ponton)  remains  unsewered,  the  low  lying  nature  of  the 
area  and  a planning  embargo  on  further  development  precludes  a sewerage 
scheme  being  put  into  operation.  The  Council  operate  a cesspool  cleaning 
service,  two  emptyings  being  given  free  each  year,  additional  emptyings 
being  undertaken  at  cost0  I an  pleased  to  note  that  this  service  is 
extensively  utilised  and  has  proved  satisfactory,  A firm  of  Consulting 
Engineers  had  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  a scheme  for  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of  the  local 
hospital  and  the  northern  part  of  the  area.  The  Ministry’s  approval 
to  this  scheme  is  still  being  awaited. 
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Mortuary  Service . The  demolition  of  the  building  to  make  room  for 
housing  development  closed  down  the  mortuary  service  and  I regret  to 
note  that  the  Council  have  not  thought  fit  to  continue  this  service. 

Factories . Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector)  under  the 
Factories'  Acts , 1937  and  1948. 


Numbers  on 
Register. 

Ins  pect ions  s_ 

Written 

Notices 

(1) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2, 
3,  4,  and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 

15 

16 

(2) 

Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

1 

1 

- 

Total 

16 

17 

Mo  defects  were  found. 


There  were  no  outworkers  in  the  district. 

Housing.  Although  during  the  year  no  Council  house  was  completed 
considerable  progress  was  made  in  local  authority  housing.  The  28 
houses  at  the  Lodge  Avenue  Site  Wo.  3 were  in  an  advanced  stage  of 
construction  and  work  had  commenced  on  the  16  houses  in  the  Backhall/ 

Mill  Street  Redevelopment  Area.  All  the  latter  houses  were  allocated  to 
persons  displaced  from  the  Backhall  Street/Mill  Street  Clearance  Area 
and  other  unfit  houses  scheduled  for  demolition.  In  the  field  of  private 
enterprise  development  progress  continues  to  remain  slow.  This  is  due 
in  the  main  to  the  lack  of  sites  in  the  Urban  District  and  this  defect 
will  not  be  remedied  until  the  Lodge  Hill  private  housing  site  can  be 
developed.  The  problem  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  is  the 
stumbling  block  in  this  connection  and  approval  to  the  Council’s  Joint 
Sewerage  Scheme  with  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board,  already  referred 
to,  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  was  not  to  hand  at 
the  close  of  the  year.  The  completion  of  the  new  houses  will  enable 
the  Council  to  make  positive  progress  in  the  field  of  slum  clearance 
and  I hope  to  be  able  to  report  more  favourably  in  this  direction  in 
my  next  annual  report.  The  Council  operate  the  Improvement  Grant 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949  and  4 grants  were  approved  during 
the  year  amouting  to  £1130® • The  Council  also  advance  money  to 
prospective  purchasers  and  during  the  year  10  advances  were  approved 
totalling  £10,439* « 


. 


. 


. 


■ 
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(1)  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 


1.  (a)  Total  mi  Giber  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts). 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose, 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation, 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  2)  found  to  be  in  all.  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 


29. 

51. 


10. 

6. 


( 2 )  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice. 

4 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority, 

or  its  officers.  6. 


( 3 )  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 


1,  Proceedings  under  Sections  9.  10  and  l2  of  the  Housing  Act.  19 *>7- 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs.  1. 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notice. 

2,  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied.  6. 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notice.  4. 

3-  Proceedings  under  Section  16  and  £2  of  the  Housing  Acts.  19 *>_7£_ 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made.  1# 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders.  2, 

(c)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings 

were  given.  1# 
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Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act.  1957. 


(a)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under  ground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made.  Nil, 

(b)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under  ground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 

tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit.  Nil. 

Perm,  Traditional 
Temporary,  Non0  Trad.  Houses. 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  Local 

Authority  on  31.12,57.  50  82  96 

Number  of  Local  Authority  houses 
in  course  of  erection  on 
31.12.57. 

Total  number  of  houses  erected 

during  the  year.  - 

By  Local  Authority.  - 

By  Private  Enterprise.  9 

Number  of  houses  under  construction 

by  Private  Enterprise  but  not 

completed  on  31*12.57 ...........  9 


iND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Food  Premises.  The  number  and  type  of  food  premises  in  the  area  ares- 


Grocers  and  general  stores......... 8 

Licensed  premises 14 

Public  catering  establishments  (unlicensed).,  b 

Private  staff  and  works  canteens....... 9 

Sweets,  confectionery  and  minor  grocery......  7 

Bake  rie  s 1 

Butcher  Shops 2 

Chemist  and  druggist 1 

Fish  and  Chip  bar 1 


Of  the  foregoing  the  following  premises  were  registered?- 


Sale  of  ice  cream 6 

Manufacture  of  sausages 2 


The  food  premises  which  were  inspected  were  found  to  be  generally 
satisfactory.  Fifteen  persons  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  milk. 

During  the  year  considerable  trouble  was  experienced  by  the 
practice  of  wholesale  distributors  of  milk  depositing  crates  of  bottled 
milk  on  the  public  highway  to  await  collection  by  retail  distributors. 
Action  under  Regulation  3C  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  19^9, 
resulted  in  crates  of  bottled  milk  being  left  in  forecourts  and  other 
parts  of  retailer's  premises  which  have  direct  access  to  the  public 
highway.  -8- 
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The  position  was  further  aggravated  by  distributors  leaving 
empty  bottles  in  similar  places  and  on  the  public  highway  to  await 
collection  by  wholesalers.  Where  the  collection  point  was  on  the 
public  highway,  the  Surveyor  dealt  with  the  matter  as  an  obstruction 
by  using  the  provisions  of  the  Highway  Acts,  but  this  action  did  not 
cover  those  bottles  left  in  places  open  to  nut  not  forming  part  of  the 
public  highway.  Instances  were  recorded  of  empty  bottles  being 
allowed  to  remain  uncollected  for  long  periods,  often  for  a week  or 
more  and  excessive  fouling  of  the  bottles  by  dogs  and  children  took 
place . 


The  Couhcil  were  very  concerned  in  this  matter  and  were  not 
convinced  that  normal  cleansing  methods  were  sufficient  to  deal  with 
excessive  contamination  of  the  types  observed.  The  Council 

communicated  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
seeking  their  assistance  in  both  these  natters,  and  suggested  that 
legislation  be  introduced  to  cause  full  and  empty  bottles  to  be  stored 
only  on  enclosed  and  registered  premises. 

Although  the  Ministry  intimated  in  their  reply  that  in 
connection  with  a review  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
consideration  was  being  given  to  the  points  raised,  I feel  that  the 
introduction  of  legislation  of  the  type  envisaged  by  the  Council  is 
long  overdue. 

There  is  no  slaughtering  establishment-  in  the  District.  Only 
very  small  quantities  of  unsound  food  have  to  be  dealt  with,  and  the 
normal  practice  for  disposal  of  unsound  food  is  by  burial  in  the 
refuse  tip. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1957. 


Age  Period. 

JJ§w 

Resn. 

M.  F. 

Cases 

Non. 

M. 

Resc. 

F. 

Deaths. 

M.  F. 

0-1  years, 
l - 5 H 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

5 - io  " 

mm 

mm  mm 

10  - 15  " 

- 

«■ 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 20  »' 

1 

- 

mm 

• 

20  - 25  " 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

~ 

25  - 35  " 

p cr  _ Her  ii 

O 

- 

- 

- 

- 

pP  ~ TV 

% - 55  " 

Cm 

60  and  up. 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— - 

TOTALS. 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

In  addition  to  these  3 new  cases  - 1 other  a male  - was  notified 
as  an  inward  transfer  from  another  "area. 
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OTHER  THAN  TU3ERCUL0SIS  DURING  ly.52 


DISEASE. 

Total 
Cases • 

Admitted 

to 

■ Hospital. Deaths. 

Small  Pox. 

mm 

Scarlet  Fever. 

2 

1 

tm 

Diphtheria. 

- 

- 

— 

Typhoid  Fever. 

- - 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid. 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

11* 

- 

- 

Pneumonia. 

2 

1 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

2 

2 

Measles. 

38 

2 

- 

Dysentery. 

3* 

- 

Who cuing  Cough. 

1 

- 

- 

Erysipelas. 

1 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

- 

- 

- 

* Occurred  in  hospital. 

CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Measles.  There  was  a snail  outbreak  of  measles  in  the  early  spring. 

The  illness  was  generally  not  severe. 

Poliomyelitis.  The  2 cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  of  the  mildly  paralytic 
type.  The  children  affected  were  admitted  to  Hospital  and  recovered 

well. 

Dysentery.  The  3 cases  of  dysentery  occurred  in  hospital. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccinat  ion,.  These  were  carried  out  at  the  County 
Council  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  in  the  general  practioners’ 

Surgeries,,  and  included  prophylactic  treatment  for  Whooping  Cough  and 

Poliomyelitis. 

31  children  received  the  primary  course  of  injections  against 
diphtheria  and  11  were  given  booster  doses. 

17  people  were  vaccinated  during  the  year,  1*+  being  children 
under  15  years  of  age.  In  addition  1 person  over  15  years  of  age 
was  re -vaccinated. 
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